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THAMES
TOPICS
The Thames Topics booklets offer a
glimpse of the history, environment
and characteristics of the Thames
River, with a focus on London.  The
source of the Thames River is near
the eastern edge of the watershed
north of Tavistock while its main
tributary, the North Thames River,
rises close to northern boundary of
the watershed near Mitchell.  The
North Thames joins the Thames at
the Forks, trisecting London and
flowing westwards to Lake St. Clair.
The interactions of settlers and the
Thames were an important part of
London’s beginning and have contin-
ued to affect the growth and charac-
ter of this city to this day.  Descrip-
tions of the shaping of the landscape
by glaciers and the change into a
region of fertile farms, communities
and cities, the construction of the
courthouse, the sinking of the Victo-
ria, the creation of riverside parks,
the impact of major floods and the
building of London’s bridges, inter-
spersed with stories and illustrations
from London’s history, fill the pages
of these booklets.

Booklet 8 concludes this series and
directs the reader to sources provid-
ing further details and additional
information about the Thames River
and London.  It lists a broad range of
books to read, websites to browse
and videos to view.  Other ways to
discover the river are to visit regional
collections and museums, explore
historic buildings and sites, walk or
bike along riverside trails, canoe a
stretch of river, pause, look and listen
on the riverbank…..

Places in London to Visit
for Information

• The J.J. Talman Regional Collection
in the D.B. Weldon Library at the Uni-
versity of Western Ontario

• The Serge A. Sauer Map Library, The
University of Western Ontario

• The London Room at the London
Public Library Central Branch

Public Places of Historic
or Artistic Interest

• The London Regional Art and His-
torical Museums

• Middlesex County Courthouse

• London Museum of Archaeology and
the Lawson Site

• Fanshawe Pioneer Village

• Eldon House

• Grosvenor Lodge

• Elsie Perrin Williams Estate

Outdoor Experiences

• Fanshawe Conservation Area

• Historical Plaques, Bridges and Mill
Sites. Self-guided walks

• London’s Parks: Gibbons,
Springbank, Reservoir, Harris, St.
Julien, etc.

• London’s Natural Areas:  Meadowlily
Woods, Medway Valley Heritage For-
est, Sifton Bog, Warbler Woods, West-
minster Ponds

• London Princess Cruises

• The City of London Parks, Bikeway/
Fitness and Hiking Trails Map is a use-
ful guide

Historic buildings which can
be viewed from the outside
only

• Labatt Buildings, Thornwood House,
Locust Mount, Brescia, Huron and
King’s Colleges, Park Farm,
Springbank Waterworks Pumphouse,
Flint Cottage.

Miscellaneous

• Greenway Pollution Plant (guided
tour)

Books and Publications
to Read

Anecdotes

• Descriptions of London and Its Envi-
rons, 1799-1854. London, Ontario.
London Public Libraries and Art Mu-
seum, 1974.

• Israels, Fred. Londoners Remember:
A Collection of Reminiscences. Lon-
don, Ontario. Ad Ventures in History
Inc., 1989.

• Israels, Fred. Londoners Remember,
Part Two: A Collection of Reminis-
cences. London, Ontario. Ad Ventures
in History Inc., 1993.

• Spicer, Elizabeth, ed. A Miscellany
of London - Part I (1976), Part II
(1978), Part III (1980). London, On-
tario. London Public Library.
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Archaeology

• Ellis, Chris J. and Neal Ferris, eds.
“The Archaeology of Southern Ontario
to AD 1650.” In London Chapter, On-
tario Archaeological Society, Occa-
sional Publication, No. 5. London,
Ontario,1990.

• Discover Ontario’s Archaeological
Past. (Pamphlet). London, Ontario.
London Museum of Archaeology.

• Dreimanis, A. “Extinction of Masto-
dons in Eastern North America: Test-
ing a New Climatic-Environmental
Hypothesis.” Ohio Journal of Science.
68 (6): 257-272, November, 1968.

• Finlayson, William D., ed. London,
Ontario: The First 11,000 Years. Lon-
don, Ontario. London Museum of Ar-
chaeology, 1990.

• Jury, Elsie McLeod. The Neutral In-
dians of Southwestern Ontario. Lon-
don, Ontario. Bulletin 13. London
Museum of Archaeology. 1982.

Architecture

• Baker, Michael, ed. Downtown Lon-
don Layers of Time. London, Ontario.
The City of London and London Re-
gional Art and Historical Museums,
1998

• Corfield, William E. Towers of Jus-
tice. London, Ontario. London and St.
Thomas Real Estate Board. 1974.

• Cuming, David J. Discovering Her-
itage Bridges on Ontario’s Roads. Erin,
Ontario. Boston Mills Press, 1983.

• Honey, Terrence W. London Herit-
age. London, Ontario. Free Press Print-
ing Company, 1991.

• Spicer, Elizabeth, ed. Our Past Made
Present. Part I (1974), Part II (1978).
London, Ontario. London Public Li-
brary Board.  Historic Sites Commit-
tee.

• Tausky, Nancy Z. Historical Sketches
of London From Site to City. Illustrated
by Louis Taylor. Peterborough, On-
tario. Broadview Press, 1993.

Art

• Brock, Daniel J. Best Wishes From
London, Canada: Our Golden Age of
Postcards, 1903-1914. London, On-
tario, Gatherick Press. 1992.

• Down by the Riverside. London, On-
tario. London Regional Art and His-
torical Museums. June 19-August 29,
1993.

• Jeffreys, C.W. The Picture Gallery of
Canadian History. Volumes II and III.
Toronto, Ontario.  Ryerson Press, 1945.

• Guillet, Edwin C. Early Life in Up-
per Canada. Toronto. University of To-
ronto Press, 1933

• O’Brien, Paddy. Curator, Bealart: 80
years of experiment 1912-1992. Lon-
don, Ontario. London Regional Art and
Historical Museums, 1998.

• Poole, Nancy Geddes. The Art of Lon-
don. London, Ontario. Blackpool
Press, 1984.

• Smart, Tom. The Collection. London,
Canada. London Regional Art and His-
torical Museums, London, Ontario.
The Aylmer Express Ltd., 1990.

Boating

• “London/Thames River/Boating.”
The London Free Press, Clippings
Files, London Room, London Public
Library.

• McTaggart, Kenneth D. The Victoria
Day Disaster. London, Ontario.
McTaggart, 1978.

• The Upper Thames River Canoe
Route. (Pamphlet). UTRCA.

Dams

• Bender, Eric. “London high and dry
for 40 years.” The London Free Press.
September 18, 1993.

• Dam Inventory and Reservoir Assess-
ment. Upper Thames River Conserva-
tion Authority. London, Ontario.
UTRCA, August 1991.

• Fanshawe Dam and Reservoir. (Pam-
phlet). UTRCA.

• “London/Thames River/Dams-
Griffith’s Dam.” The London Free
Press. Clippings Files, London Room,
London Public Library.

• “London/Thames River/Dams/
Springbank Park Dam.” The London
Free Press. Clippings Files, London
Room, London Public Library.

Fish and River Life

• Eastern Spiny Softshell. (Pamphlet).
UTRCA.

• London Sport Fishery Association.
(Pamphlet).

• “London/Thames River/Fish and
Fishing.” The London Free Press. Clip-
pings Files, London Room, London
Public Library.

Eastern Sand Darter
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• Morris, Todd J. The Unionid Fauna
of the Thames River Drainage, South-
western Ontario. University of Wind-
sor.  Prepared for the Ontario Ministry
of Natural Resources, February 1996.

• Thames River Anglers Association.
(Pamphlet).

Floods and Floodplains

• Benefit/Cost Study on Floodproofing,
Coves Area, City of London, Ontario.
UTRCA. London, Ontario, 1978.

• Currie, Pat. “Encounter. The 1937
Flood.” The London Free Press. April
25, 1987.

• Hammond, Vicki. Evaluation of
Floodplain Regulation as Implemented
by the Upper Thames River Conserva-
tion Authority: A Case Study of Lon-
don, Ontario, 1978-1989. MA Thesis.
The University of Western Ontario,
London. November 1993.

• Hives, Christopher J. Flooding and
Flood Control: Local Attitudes in Lon-
don, Ontario, 1790-1952. MA Thesis.
The University of Western Ontario,
London. April 1981.

• “London/Thames River/Floodplain
Land.” The London Free Press. Clip-
pings Files, London Room, London
Public Library.

• Stephenson, David E. Preliminary
Life Science Inventory of The Coves,
London, Ontario. McIlwraith Field
Naturalists of London, Ontario, 1989.

Geology/Geography

• Chapman, L.J. and D.F. Putnam, eds.
The Physiography of Southern On-
tario. 3rd edition. Government of On-
tario. University of Toronto Press,
1984.

• Dreimanis, A., C.G. Winder and R.A.
Aaltonen. “London, Ontario: Geology,
Geomorphology, Geodata.” In Urban
Geology of Canadian Cities. Karrow,
P.F. and O.L. White, eds. Geological •
Association of Canada. Special Paper
42. In press, 1998.

of London. Paper prepared for the
Historical Society, London, Ontario,
1924.

• Bremner, Archie. City of London, On-
tario, Canada: The Pioneer Period and
the London of To-Day. (Also known as
Illustrated London.) London, Ontario.
London Public Library Board. Re-
printed 1967.

• Brock, Daniel J. Dan Brock’s Histori-
cal Almanack of London, Autumn 1975.
London, Ontario. Applegarth Follies,
1975.

• Buchanan, E.V. London’s Water Sup-
ply: A History. London, Ontario. Pub-
lic Utilities Commission, 1968.

• Campbell, Clarence T. Pioneer Days
in London. London, Ontario. Adver-
tiser Job Printing, 1921.

• Corfield, Bill and Hume Cronyn. The
Home Front: London, Canada, 1939-
1945. London, Ontario. 1992.

• Curnoe, Greg. Deeds/Abstracts: The
History of a London Lot. London, On-
tario. Brick Books, 1995.

• Curnoe, Greg. Deeds/Nations. Lon-
don, Ontario. Publication Number 4 of
the London Chapter, Ontario Archaeo-
logical Society, 1996.

History

• Anderson, Ken. The Milling Way of
Life.  Historic Sites Committee, Lon-
don Public Library Board. Unpublished
work, 1995.

• Armstrong, Frederick H. The Forest
City: An Illustrated History of London,
Canada. Ontario. Windsor Publica-
tions, 1986.

• Armstrong, Frederick H. and Daniel
J. Brock. Reflections on London’s Past.
London, Ontario. Corporation of the
City of London, 1975.

• Armstrong, Frederick H. and Daniel
J. Brock, eds. “The Rise of London: A
Study of Urban Evolution in Nine-
teenth-Century Southwestern Ontario.”
In Aspects of Nineteenth-Century On-
tario. Ontario. University of Toronto
Press, 1974.

• Baker, Samuel. The Rise and Progress

• Cunningham, Violet M., ed. London
in the Bush, 1826-1976. London, On-
tario. London Historical Museums,
1976.

Sycamore Leaf and Fruit
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• Fanshawe Pioneer Village. (Pam-
phlet).

• Gardner, H.W. London, Ontario,
Canada: A Presentation of Her Re-
sources, Achievements and Possibili-
ties. London, London Free Press, 1914.

• Goodspeed, W.A. & C.L. History of
the County of Middlesex, Canada.
Belelville, Ontario. Mika Studios. Re-
printed 1972.

• Indian Treaties and Surrenders. From
1680-1890. Volume I. Toronto, On-
tario. Coles Reprint, 1971.

• Lutman, John. The South and West of
London: An Historical and Architec-
tural Guide. London, Ontario.  The
Corporation of the City of London,
1979.

• MacFarlane, W.G. View Book of Lon-
don, Ontario. Toronto, Ontario, 1906.

• Miller, Orlo et. al. London 200: An
Illustrated History. London, Ontario.
London Chamber of Commerce, 1992.

• Miller, Orlo. This Was London: The
First Two Centuries. Westport, On-
tario. Butternut Press, 1988.

• Morrison, R. Bruce and C. Roderick
Wilson, eds. Native Peoples: The Ca-
nadian Experience. Toronto, Ontario.
McClelland and Stewart, 1986.

• Rediscovering London’s River: An
Historical Documentation of the
Thames. A report by the Public His-
tory Students of the University of West-
ern Ontario. April 1996.

• Shawyer, A.J. Broughdale: Looking
for its Past.  Second Edition. London,
Ontario, Broughdale Community As-
sociation, 1994.

• Snow, Dean R. The Iroquois. Oxford,
England. Blackwell, 1994.

• St-Denis, Guy, ed. Simcoe’s Choice:
Celebrating London’s Bicentennial,
1793-1993. Toronto, Ontario. Dundurn
Press, 1992.

• Judson, William Lee. A Tour of the
Thames. London, Ontario. Advertiser,
1881.

• Lee, John B. Reading the River. The
Half-Way Tree.

• Martindale, Sheila. Closing the Gaps,
poems by Sheila Martindale. South
Western Ontario Poetry, 1983.

• McKay, Don. Lependu. Ilderton, On-
tario. Nairn Coldstream, 1978.

• Reaney, James. Antler River.  Play
commissioned by the Urban League of
London.

• Thibaudeau, Colleen.  My Grand-
daughters Are Combing Their Long
Hair.  Toronto Coach House Press,
1977.

• Young, Mark. Reflections on the
Thames. London, Ontario. City Lights
Bookshop, 1989.

Natural Environment

• A Guide to Hiking the Thames Val-
ley Trail.  Thames Valley Trail Asso-
ciation Inc. London, Ontario. 1998.

• Caveney, Anita, ed. Focus on the
Thames. Natural and Cultural Herit-
age of the River. London, Ontario. A
joint publication of the McIlwraith
Field Naturalists of London, Ontario,
Inc. and the Upper Thames River Con-
servation Authority, 1996.

• Cundiff, Brad. The Hike Ontario
Guide to Walks in Carolinian Canada.
Erin, Ontario. The Boston Mills Press,
1998.

• Tausky, Nancy Z. Historical Sketches
of London: From Site to City. Peterbor-
ough, Ontario. Broadview Press, 1993.

• They All Say London. London, On-
tario. Corporation of the City of Lon-
don, 1910.

• Thompson, Helen. “The Thames
River: A chronological history.” Old
South Advocate. Vol. 4, No. 5. May
1996.

Literary Works

• Dewdney, Christopher. Predators of
the Adoration: Selected Poems, 1972-
82.  Toronto, Ontario. McClelland and
Stewart, 1983.

• Jameson, Mrs. Winter Studies and
Summer Rambles in Canada. Volume
II. London, Ontario. Coles, 1838.
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• Hilts, Stewart G. Natural Areas in
London, Ontario: Towards an Appre-
ciation. London, Ontario. The Univer-
sity of Western Ontario, 1977

• Lawrence, R.D. The Natural History
of Canada. Toronto, Ontario. Key Por-
ter Books,1988.

• Lorimer, S.E., ed. Guide to the Natu-
ral Areas of London & Vicinity. London,
Ontario. The McIlwraith Field Natural-
ists of London, Ontario, Inc., 1996.

• Meadowlily Woods Master Plan. Up-
per Thames River Conservation Au-
thority. London, Ontario, 1988.

• Meadowlily Woods Natural Area.
(Pamphlet). London, Ontario. UTRCA.

• Medway Valley Heritage Forest.
(Pamphlet). London, Ontario. UTRCA.

• Medway Valley Heritage Forest Con-
servation Master Plan. Upper Thames
River Conservation Authority. London,
Ontario. UTRCA, 1989.

• Sifton Bog Natural Area. (Pamphlet).
London, Ontario. UTRCA.

• Theberge, John T., ed. Legacy: The
Natural History of Ontario. Toronto,
Ontario. McClelland and Stewart,
1989.

• Warbler Woods Natural Area. (Pam-
phlet). London, Ontario. UTRCA.

• Westminster Ponds Natural Area.
(Pamphlet). London, Ontario. UTRCA.

Parks

• Dirks, Christine. “Just steps away
from the traffic, nature prevails.” The
London Free Press. November 4, 1995.

• Dirks, Christine. “A piece of nature
secure in the city.” The London Free
Press. March 9, 1996.

• Dirks, Christine. “A place to forget
the city.” The London Free Press.
October 7, 1995.

• “London/Thames River/Park Land.”
The London Free Press. Clippings
Files, London Room, London Public
Library.

• Morden, Pat. Putting Down Roots: A
History of London’s Parks and River.
St Catharines, Ontario. Stonehouse
Publications, 1988.

• London Valley Lands Study. London,
Ontario. Upper Thames River Conser-
vation Authority, 1975.

Pollution

• Egan, Mary Jane. “Officials say don’t
think about a dunk.” The London Free
Press. August 8, 1995.

• “London/Thames River/Pollution.”
The London Free Press. Clippings
Files, London Room, London Public
Library.

River Valley/Watershed

• River Valley Development in South-
ern Ontario. Department of Planning
and Development. Toronto, Ontario,
1945.

• State of The Thames River Water-
shed... (Poster/Fact sheet).  Upper
Thames River Conservation Authority.
London, Ontario, 1998.

• Thames River Basin Water Manage-
ment Study Technical Report. Ministry
of the Environment and Ministry of Natu-
ral Resources. Toronto, Ontario, 1975.

• Thames River Valleylands Study. Up-
per Thames River Conservation Au-
thority. Issue 3, June 1994.

• The Thames - Our Heritage. (Map/
Poster). London, Ontario. The Urban
League of London. 1997.

Upper Thames River
Conservation Authority
(UTRCA)

• Annual Reports. UTRCA, London,
Ontario.

• Dalan, T.J. Twenty Five Years of Con-
servation on the Upper Thames Water-
shed, 1947-1973. UTRCA. London,
Ontario,1973.

• Programs and Services of the
UTRCA. (Pamphlet). UTRCA. Lon-
don, Ontario.

• Stabler, Ernest. Innovation in Con-
servation 1973-1983. UTRCA.
London, Ontario. UTRCA, 1984.

• Talk of the Thames. (Newsletter).
All issues. UTRCA. London, Ontario.

• 1952 Report. UTRCA. London,
Ontario.

Water Quality

• “Clean Water - Life Depends on It!”.
Freshwater Series A-3. (Pamphlet).
Environment Canada.

• “Ground Water - Nature’s Hidden
Treasure.” Freshwater Series A-5.
(Pamphlet). Environment Canada.

Raccoon



6

Booklet 8
ReferencesTHAMES TOPICS

ILLUSTRATIONS
Masthead Scene: Dana Irvine.
Graphics: Cathy Quinlan.
Layout: Carol Shaw

CREDITS
Produced by Celebrate the Thames.

Compiled by Rosemary Dickinson with Karen Burch and Sarah Samplonius.
This material may be reproduced for educational purposes with acknowledgement to
Celebrate the Thames.  For any other use, please contact the Urban League of London
or the Upper Thames River Conservation Authority.
©  Urban League of London 1999.

Websites to Browse

• Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada:  http://aceis.agr.ca/
• Canada Centre for Inland Waters:  http://www.cciw.ca/
• Canadian Nature Federation:  http//www.magma.ca/~cnfgen
• Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society:  http://www.cpaws.org
• Canadian Wildlife Service:  http://www.cciw.ca/green-lane/wildlife/
• Carolinian Canada:  http://www.carolinian.org/
• Celebrate the Thames:  http://www3.sympatico.ca/thames/ (through 1999 or find on UTRCA web site listed below)
• City of London:  http://www.city.london.on.ca
• Environment Canada:  http://www.doe.ca/envhome.html
• Federation of Ontario Naturalists:  http://www.ontarionature.org
• Friends of the Earth - Canada:  http://www.intranet.ca/~foe/
• Great Lakes Information Management Resource:  http://www.cciw.ca/glimr/intro.html
• Green Canada:  http://www.greencanada.org/
• Jacquelyn Brown:  http://www.info.london.on.ca/~jacbrown
• London Canoe Club: http://www3.sympatico.ca/london.canoe/
• London and Middlesex Historical Society:  http://www.fanshawec.on.ca/~Debra/intro1.htm
• London Museum of Archaeology:  http://www.uwo.ca/museum
• Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authority:  http://info.london.on.ca/environment/ltvca.html
• Natural Heritage Information Centre:  http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/MNR/nhic.html
• Ministry of Environment and Energy:  http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/
• Ministry of Natural Resources:  http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/MNR/
• Upper Thames River Conservation Authority:  http://www.thamesriver.org
• UWO Earth Science Department’s:  http://www.gp.uwo.ca
• World Wildlife Fund Canada:  http://www.wwfcanada.org

Videos to See

• Doty, Chris. Lost April: The Flood of
’37. London, Ontario. Rogers Commu-
nity Television, 1997.

• Doty, Chris. Vagabonds and Vision-
aries: The London Story. London, On-
tario. Rogers Community Television,
1998.

• Notes From Yesterday: Looking Back
at London, Ontario. CFPL-TV.  South
Western Ontario Broadcasting Incor-
porated, 1993.

• Suzuki, David. The Green Zone in The
Nature of Things series by CBC.  This
documentary explains the importance
of a river’s riparian zone.  First broad-
cast on March 19, 1998.
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