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Environmental Planning Services

« 1. Regulatory Services
— Planning Act — Plan input and plan review services

— Conservation Authorities Act — Section 28, Natural
Hazards Regulation (formerly Fill, Construction and
Alteration to Waterways Regulation)

— Other Legislation:

* Fisheries Act

e Aggregates Act

« Drainage Act

 Environmental Assessment Act

e 2. Mapping and Inquiries
— Legal Inquiries
— General Inquiries



1. a) Planning Act

« Working with municipalities to:
— Manage the risk related to natural hazards
— ldentify and protect natural heritage and natural

resources

— Mitigate development related impacts such as
stormwater management and sediment and erosion

control
* Provide municipalities with access to technical
advice and planning advice to assist them in
fulfilling their responsibilities under the

Planning Act




Specific CA Role in Land Use
Planning

Assist the municipality with interpretation of policies,
technical and scientific information

Assist with “shall be consistent with” requirement of the
Planning Act

Focus on our specific areas of expertise:
— Natural hazards
— Natural heritage
— Natural resources (moving into groundwater)

— Servicing as it affects the above

Rely heavily on scientific defensibility/justification



CA Planning Services

— Provide both application review and peer
review functions

— Application Review

o Application Review identifies issues, identifies
need for more info, technical reports, policy
compliance etc.

 Disclosure of vulnerable areas information
related to Drinking Water Source Protection

— Technical Review
e Technical reports prepared by the proponent

* Peer Review of technical reports is necessary to
deal with possible conflicts



Upper Thames River CA

mTechnical expertise to support planning:
mPlanners
mGIS specialists
mHydrologists
sStormwater management
mHydrogeologist
mForesters
mEcologists/Biologists
=River morphology
mFisheries
mSpecies at Risk



Areas of Interest

 Natural Hazards
— Flood plains

— Hazardous steep
slope areas

— Meander belts —
river morphology

B We_tlands — for Environmental Planning Policy Manual
their flood for th Lipger Thamas Roves Corsorvascn Autharity

attenuathn Value J““E Znnﬁ H'I"Il1'||'||llilrl.'l.h




Erosion Hazard Limit - Apparent Riverine Systems

One Hundred Year  Erosion Access
Erosion Limit Allowance (6m)

\ /

v ¥

Land Within Regulation Limit

% #t

p |

B Regulatory Flood Standard
(1:250 Year)

i A AR




Areas of Interest

 Natural heritage:
— Wetlands - for their biological values
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— Woodlands
— Fish habitat
— Wildlife habitat _
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— Threatened and endangered =
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Areas of Interest

 Natural Resources

— Groundwater
resources




Areas of Interest

e Servicing mitigation
— Stormwater Mmanagement
o Quantity

o Quality
e |n-stream erosion

— Sediment and
erosion control




Upper Thames River CA

mTechnical expertise to support planning:
sPlanners
mGIS specialists
mHydrologists
mStormwater management
mHydrogeologist
mForesters
mEcologists/Biologists
mRiver morphology
mFisheries
mSpecies at Risk




1. b) Reqgulation - Section 28 of the
Conservation Authorities Act

 Permit required for construction or placing
fill iIn area subject to flooding or erosion

« Permit required for straightening, diverting,
or altering the channel of a watercourse

 Limited to hazardous lands as defined in
the Act or Regulation



Why Regulate?

Meant to be a hazard management tool

Protect people and property from natural hazard
processes

Want to maintain functions such as:
— Flood conveyance

— Flood plain storage
— Natural erosion processes

Can achieve natural heritage objectives such as
protection of fish habitat



CA Act Permit Examples




1. c) Fisheries Act

CA'’s have agreements in place with DFO:
— Level | — Screening

— Level Il — Mitigation Planning

— Level lll — Compensation

UTRCA has a Level || agreement

Agreement is meant to streamline activities for
municipalities and landowners

Simple message - When doing work in or
around water, contact your local CA

CA can do “triage” on the specific project and
trigger DFO involvement when necessary



2. Mapping and Inquiry Services

 Inquiries from:
— Legal Inquiries
— Real Estate
— Consultants
— Municipalities
— General Public



Inquiries — Information Provided
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Ontario
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More Information

— Chapters 1 — 5 of the UTRCA Environmental
Planning Policy Manual

— Also may be interested in the Glossary,
Interpretation and the Appendices

— Available on-line at:

http://www.thamesriver.on.ca/Planning_Permits
_and_Maps/env_planning_policy _manual.htm




Environmental Planning
The Good News

UTRCA Policy Manual (2006)
Updated CA Act Regulation (2006)

Heightened awareness of natural hazard,
natural heritage, drinking water and
servicing issues

Studies providing the science:
— Natural Heritage Studies (ie. ONHS)
— SWP Assessment Reports




Environmental Planning
The Challenges

Need to update the Environmental Planning Policy
Manual — Five Years Old!

Revisions to the UTRCA Regulation (O. Reg 157.06)

Trend toward increased complexity of planning and
permit activities impacting our service

Ebb and flow of workload can cause some turn around
time delays — have set the bar high

More involvement of public in development process
(expectations and demand for information)

Compliance with Conservation Authorities Liaison
Committee (CALC) Best Practices Guide

— Fee policies, reporting time lines
UTRCA Fee Schedule



Questions / Discussion



