Appendix 9.1.4 — Delegation Letter for Natural Hazards

T ¥  Ministry of  Mmister Ministere des ~ Mnistre Queen's Park
). . Toronto, Ontario
\ ; Natural Richesses M7A 1W3
==& Resources naturelles e
Ontario
APR 19 1893

95-01252-MIN

Mr. Donald Hocking

Chair

Upper Thames River Conservation Authority
R.R. #6

London, Ontario

N6A 4C1

Dear Mr. Hocking:

This letter is with regard to the responsibilities of
Conservation Authorities in commenting on development
proposals.

The Government of Ontario is continuing to move forward-on
reforms promoting greater local involvement in decision-
making, streamlining of municipal planning and other
approval processes, and improved environmental protection.
ontario's Conservation Authorities continue to be important
partners in this process. )

In 1983, Conservation Authorities were delegated commenting
responsibility on flood plain management matters. This was
followed in 1988 by a similar delegation of commenting
responsibility for matters related to flooding, erosion, and
dynamic beaches along the shorelines of the Great Lakes-St.
Lawrence River system.

At present, the Ministry and Conservation Authorities
continue to independently review and provide input to
municipalities and the Ministry of Municipal Affairs on
development matters related to riverine erosion, slope, and
soil instability. Although Authorities and the Ministry’
share similar objectives, this overlap and duplication of
efforts have occasionally led to differences in comments
which, in turn, have sometimes resulted in confusion, delays
and expense for development proponents. As part of the
current Planning Reform initiative, there is an opportunity
to clarify the roles and responsibilities related to these
important hazard management issues.
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Through their flood plain, watershed and Great Lakes-St.
Lawrence River shoreline management planning 1n1t1atlves,
Conservation Authorities have made good progress in
streamlining approval processes and strengthening
provincial-municipal partnerships. By extension, I believe
that it would be appropriate to recognize the well- developed
expertise and capabllltles of Conservation Authorities in
the evaluation of riverine erosion, slope and soil
instability matters and to formally confirm Conservation
Authorities as the lead commenting agency. This would
result in further streamlining of approval processes, the
promotlon of env1ronmentally sound development, and the
prov1slon of an economic stimulus. for the province.

As of March 29, 1995, Conservation Authorities, where they
exist, will have sole commenting respon31b111t1es on
development proposed in areas subject to riverine erosion,
slope instability and soil instability, such as in areas of
high water tables, organic or peat soils, and leda, or
sensitive marine clay, soils. Implementation of this policy
by authorities would continue to be eligible for provincial
grant. Where Conservation Authorities exist, I have asked
Ministry staff to focus their comments on all other matters
of direct interest and concern to the Ministry. Where
Conservation Authorities do not exist, the Ministry will
continue its commenting role on these matters.

The Ministry of Natural Resources will continue as lead
administrative Ministry having overall Government
responsibility for hazard management policies and programs.
In this regard, the Ministry will continue to provide
leadership, policy direction and advisory assistance to the
Conservation Authorities.

Your continued participation in the delivery of this
important component of ‘the overall provincial hazard
management program will serve to strengthen the partnership
between the Ministry and the Conservation Authorities.

Yours sincerely,

prase

Howard Hampton
Minister
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