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Upper Thames River Watershed

Executive Summary

The Upper Thames River Conservation Authority
(UTRCA) has developed watershed report cards to assess
surface water and forest conditions in 28 subwatersheds
of the Upper Thames River watershed. The report cards
describe the general health of the watercourses and forests
by giving these elements a letter grade from A to F.

Indicators of forest and surface water health were selected
from an extensive list of parameters. Forest condition
indicators include percentage forest cover, forest density
and forest interior. Values were derived using GIS
technology and digitized National Topographic Series
maps. Surface water quality indicators include benthic
score, total phosphorus, bacteria, and conductivity. The
data were obtained primarily from the UTRCA benthic
monitoring program and the Ministry of the Environment’s
Provincial Water Quality Monitoring Network.

Points were assigned to each indicator value; then the
points were added together using a simple weighted
formula to achieve an overall total and grade.

Additional resource information on land use, soils, dams,
rare species, significant natural areas and other relevant
features were also compiled and presented in each report
card to provide a more complete picture of local
environmental conditions. A list of local actions needed
for improvement is presented in each watershed report
card. Some actions are specific to the needs of individual
watersheds, while others promote widely accepted, best
management practices.

The watershed report cards provide effective and
transparent watershed based environmental reporting.
They present useful and relevant information synthesized
from large volumes of data. The brief and simple layout
enables the report cards to be used by the public as well
as resource agencies, municipalities and other interested
groups. A full appendix is included in this report to provide
additional detail.

By discovering where the best and poorest environmental
conditions exist in the Upper Thames basin, efforts can be
targeted to watersheds that are in most need of protection
or restoration. The report cards may also assist groups
and agencies that are developing their own local strategies
for action.
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